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I.  INTRODUCTION  
 
Poverty statistics, especially those from sub-Saharan Africa, as well as appraisals 
by specialised institutions are all unanimous: poverty is increasing year after 
year in the countries of the South. Women and children are the first victims, in 
spite of the millennium development goals, the Monterrey process on 
development financing, the Paris declaration and poverty reduction strategy 
papers (PRSP). The financial, energetic and food crises weigh heavily on the 
unprotected lives of vulnerable people. The international community's bet to 
reduce extreme poverty and hunger by half in 2015 (MDG1) is far from being 
achieved. In certain parts of the world, poverty is reaching unprecedented levels, 
totally unacceptable from all points of view (political, juridical, economic and 
ethical). 
 
However complex and diverse, constraints leading to the non reduction of 
poverty are not insurmountable, provided that national and international 
development actors observe rigour, respect and responsibility in the sense of the 
ethical imperative.  
 
Ethical imperative means the right to satisfy essential vital needs and the 
obligation of public and private policies to respect the dignity of each and every 
human being. The initiative to "Translate the MDGs into a poverty reduction 
law" finds it inspiration in this imperative. While reaffirming article 25 of the 
UDHR, several national and international juridical instruments have been put in 
place. 
 
« Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and 
well -being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and 
medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the 
event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack 
of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control. » 
 
Poverty is not a fatality. Respect for human dignity, responsibilities of States and 
other actors put forward in the international Pact on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (1966), rigour in local and global governance, the necessity of a 
fairer world, a more ethical world supporting human development are all ethical 
imperatives that command the orientation towards a binding legal instrument to 
make real progress in achieving the millennium objectives and to guarantee 
minimum development to every human being.  
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II.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION  
 

1. A Human Rights approach  
 

Starting from the ethical imperative, the approach is essentially built on Human 
Rights.  

It evokes the general principles of the universal 
declaration of human rights, translated into binding 
juridical norms through the two 1966 pacts, i.e. the 
International Pact on Civil and Political Rights and the 
International pact for economical, social and cultural 
rights; it also recalls the principles of enforceability, 
indivisibility, universality of rights, the principles of non-
discrimination as well as those of the interdependence 

between the different rights.  
 
Above all, for all national and international, private and public actors, the 
Human Rights approach stresses the fact that the non application of the Pact is 
synonymous to an assault on human dignity. It boils down to the negation of 
human rights.  
 
 

2. Poverty reduction model bill  
 
The Millennium Development Goals, as a joint commitment of the international 
community (55th UN session in September 2000), are subject of a global 
consensus (see also the Paris declaration and the Conference on development 
financing). They constitute the instrument par excellence to fight poverty. They 
also form the basis for national poverty reduction strategies. They are a 
testimony to the governments' commitment to eradicate this scourge. But in spite 
of all efforts, poverty continues to make millions of victims year after year.  
 
The Millennium +8 Summit conclusions: 
 

 In the entire world, especially so in Asia, poverty levels are decreasing, 
except in sub-Saharan Africa; 

 A population of 900 million people in 50 countries are more than ever 
bogged down in poverty 

 Throughout the world, more than 1 billion people, i.e. 1/6 of the global 
population, try to survive with less than 1 dollar a day.  

 More than ¼ of all children in developing countries are malnourished. 
 Conflicts and natural calamities deepen poverty even further. 
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Poverty deprives 40% of the world's people (2.5 billion individuals) of a 
minimum income and access to basic social services: health, education, water, 
food, etc. Feminisation of poverty is becoming a universal phenomenon. 
  
It remains an established fact that mass poverty rages on at this beginning of the 
21st century in which òthe world is accomplishing amazing progress in the fields 
of science, technology, industry and the accumulation of wealthó. 1. 
 
To tackle this collective challenge, a sense of urgency is imposing itself: « To 
translate the MDGs into a poverty reduction bill ». That is the goal of the 3rd 
edition of the Grand Diplomatic North-South Conferences, hosted by a West-
African country (to be determined) in the third trimester of 2009.  
 
The process designed to lead to the formulation of a model poverty reduction bill 
attaches major importance to public consultations and genuine participation of 
all involved actors (women, youth, MPs, technical ministries, grassroots 
populations, dialogue networks, a.s.o.).  
 
 
 
 

 

                                                 
1
 
1
 Michel Chossudovsky, Mondialisation de la pauvreté et nouvel ordre mondial. Montréal, Les Éditions 

Écosociété, 2004, pp. 53-60 



Conceptual framework of the poverty reduction model bill  
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IMMEDIATE NEEDS  
 

 
Relieve sufferings caused by hunger and 
poverty; hence translate MDG 1 into a 
Guaranteed Minimum Human 
Development.  
 
STRUCTURAL CONDITIONS   
 
Education   (MDG 2) 
Equality  ˎ /  ˏ (MDG 3) 
Reducing infant mortality  (MDG 4) 

Improve maternal health  (MDG 5) 
Fight diseases  (MDG 6) 
Preserve environment  (MDG 7) 

P
O

V
ER

TY
 R

ED
U

C
TIO

N
 M

O
D

EL B
ILL 

 
Aim at minimum development for 
all, without creating longer term 
perverse effects: legal obligation of 
national and international actors. 
 
Inquiry and evaluation of existing 
practices.  

ROOT CAUSES  
and mechanisms of 

impoverishment  
 
Analysis of all factors 
generating poverty, and all 
mechanisms strengthening 
or failing to reduce poverty.   
 
Questioning of current 
international cooperation 
practices failing to yield the 
intended impact. 

 
Eliminate all poverty 
generating mechanisms and 
fulfill the basic needs of all 
vulnerable people.  
 
Balanced cooperation. 
Responsible partnership.  
 

TOWARDS AN 
ETHICAL AND 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
APPROACH OF 
DEVELOPMENT  

 
Promote local and national 
development projects 
(investments, sustainable 
local resource exploitation, 
etc.) 

 
Legal obligation for all 
development actors to take 
into account the Poverty 
Reduction Law.  
 
Enlightened and 
participatory development.  
 

+ + 
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 The campaign  
 

 
The poverty reduction model bill that will be debated at the 3GDNSC translates 
the 8 millennium development goals ð and more ð in terms of obligations, 
prohibitions, duties and rights. The exercise consists of translating each objective 
into problems, identifying its causes as a basis for the identification of solutions, 
and formulating these in terms of obligations.  
 
So the campaign focuses on the PRL. Its consists of a broad mobilisation of 
development actors, in particular women as well as parliamentarians at the 
national, regional and international levels to support the voluntary adoption and 
implementation of a PRL adapted to each national context. 
 
The advocacy campaign to adopt and 
implement the PRL will also be a training and 
sensitisation campaign on MDGs (so far they 
remain largely ignored by the vast majority of 
the people in the South), human rights, 
international conventions and commitments 
like the Paris declaration a.s.o.  Hence it will 
have an important impact on the level of 
conscience of the population, primary 
beneficiaries of the PRL output.  
 
Even though a bill is national, the PRL also 
traces the contours of a cooperation framework, in conformity with the principles 
of the Paris declaration, notably appropriation, alignment, harmonisation, 
mutual responsibility, and results-based management. The spirit of a PRL 
contributes to the conditions favourable to development (economy, social stakes, 
environment, continuity and stability of the countries).  
 
The PRL is the result of a highly participatory process. The monitoring of its 
implementation and the restitution to the population strengthen the social 
responsibility built on the accountability of development actors towards the 
population. The roles of governments, parliaments and civil societies in this 
campaign are crucial.  
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 Beyond MDGs  : Learn from Quebec's anti -poverty law  
 

 
The scientific committee, in its Niamey meeting from 30 March to 2 April 2009, 
has recommended that the poverty reduction bill goes beyond the MDG 
framework, much like the 2002 Quebec Law on the 
fight against poverty and social exclusion, initiated 
by the Québec women's organisations. It must also 
take into account employment, salary and work 
equity, social responsibility issues of corporations 
and international organisations in view of the 
much needed solidarity within and between 
societies.  
 
In view of its effectiveness, the poverty reduction 
model bill will also contain implementation and 
monitoring principles, like the installation of a consultative council and a mixed 
observatory as operational instruments for overseeing the implementation of the 
law.  
 
As the model PRL offers orientations for a binding law, but limits itself to raise 
the principles of sanctions, the responsibility to legislate on the concrete 
sanctions needed to ensure the law's effectiveness belongs to the national 
parliaments.  
 
The millennium goals, the poverty reduction strategies, can only be achieved 
if they are supported by a binding law, adopted and respected by all 
concerned countries . 
 
 

3. A participatory and inclusive  approach  
 

The 2002 Johannesburg Summit has adopted social development (the fight 
against poverty in the world) as the third dimension of sustainable development, 
together with the economy and the environment. Since then, several actors are 
working towards the implementation of the MDGs: governments, parliaments, 
civil society actors, international organisations and institutions, bi- and 
multilateral cooperation actors, foundations, several private companies, a.s.o. All 
these actors are concerned by the poverty reduction bill. That is why the poverty 
reduction bill process proposes a participatory and inclusive approach, taking 
into account the role and the contribution of each actor type. The approach is 
built upon cooperation between national actors (civil society ð government ð 
parliament) towards a common goal. 
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This vision, based on political, social and ethical responsibility of national and 
other development actors is at the heart of each phase of the process. It takes into 
account the combined efforts of all development actors working towards poverty 
reduction, their role, their experience as well as their expertise.  
 
The present document is the result on the one hand of several consultations held 
with numerous actors in the North and in the South, and on the other hand, of 
exchanges that have taken place at the preparatory meetings in Brussels and 
Niamey (March-April 2009).  
 
The constitution of a consortium, as well as the inclusion of co-organising 
partners for the 3GDNSC, confirm the participatory and inclusive approach.  
 
 

A. The Consortium  
 

A consortium composed of civil society organisations of the North and the South 
has been formed to carry forward the initiative throughout Africa. See annex 2 
for its composition. 
 

 
 
Civil societies are key actors in the fight against poverty. Their proximity with 
the people turns them into committed change agents in the social, political and 
economic fields. In the North as well as in the South, civil society organisations 
(CSOs) have taken up a double social function:  
 

 permanent vigil on several aspects of public life, so as to reveal, prevent or 
fight certain deviations in the attitude of the State, or the international 
community, that could bring prejudice to the interests and legitimate 
rights of the entire society or parts thereof; 
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 mobilisation of the public opinion and all forces whose contributions are 
necessary for the country's development. 

 
This is the spirit in which ACECI has initiated the organising consortium of the 
3GDNSC. The success of the endeavour will depend on the stakeholders' 
capacities to work in synergy (governments, parliaments, international 
institutions and civil societies). This cooperation is key to both the general 
campaign for the model bill, as to the formulation and implementation of each 
country specific poverty reduction law.  
 
 

 Womenõs movements for development policies by and for women  
 
Inside the Consortium, women's organisations fulfill a crucial role. In 
partnership with all active forces at the national and international levels, women 
are at the forefront of the PRL for the concretisation of the social, economic and 
political commitments against the feminisation of poverty. In doing so, they are 
actors, not victims. Women constitute a major human resource. No country can 
develop without them. That is why women need to be at the heart of 
development policies. 
 
 

B. Parliamentary  networks  
 
National members of parliament are key actors in the PRL process. That is why 
the « Assemblée Parlementaire de la Francophonie » (APF) regrouping more 
than 70 national parliaments has been vividly solicited. Through its commission 
on cooperation and development, the APF has expressed a clear interest to 
collaborate from the start onwards. The implication of the networks of women 
MPs is highly awaited. Steps have been taken to bring the PRL initiative to the 
attention of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and solicit its collaboration. AWEPA 
(European Parliamentarians for Africa) has participated in the preparatory 
meeting in Brussels. Regional parliamentary bodies (ECOWAS, EAC, PAP), can 
assure harmonisation and multiplication of national laws. Networks of women 
parliamentarians are particularly solicited for this project. And so are regional 
and international parliamentary networks. 
 
 
 

C. Governments  
 
In the participatory and federating approach leading to the adoption of a PRL, 
governments fulfill a central role, alongside with parliaments and civil society 

http://aceci.org/consortium_UK.asp
http://aceci.org/consortium_UK.asp
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organisations. Actually, a PRL strengthens governmental action. Certainly,  the 
responsibilities of the States is put to the forefront by the juridical instruments on 
human rights, but all national actors are as much accountable towards the people 
as are governments in matters related to public policies on development and 
poverty reduction.  That is why it is important that governmental instances 
engage themselves actively in the process leading to the adoption of a PRL.   
 
The technical ministries (Ministry of education, Ministry of promotion of women 
and child protection, Ministry of Population and Social reforms, a.s.o.) should be 
active participants, and the governmentõs approval is strongly desired.  
 

 
D. International organisations and UN agencies  

 
Whether bilateral, multilateral, private or charities, these organisations are to 
provide due support to national actors. Most of them have included in their 
mission the realisation of the MDG. Hence, their contribution and cooperation is 
key to the success of the PRL approach. 
 
The African Union, the African Development Bank, the Economic Commission 
for Africa (CEA), the UNDP, UNFPA, UNESCO, a.s.o. are all potential partners 
and they are strongly solicited to cooperate. 
 
The mobilisation of other partnerships will continue after the 3GCDNS.  



 

Page | 10  

 

III.  PROGRAM  
 

 

The 3GDNSC program contains four key parts: 
 

1. Advocacy activities  
2. Communications and exchanges  
3. Workshops  
4. Closing sessions 

 

 
 

1. Advocacy activities  
 
Different encounters have been conceived as occasions 
for public advocacy. They will be a meeting place with 
public and official actors.  
 

Day 1 
 

 Opening ceremony : chaired by a person with a 
pan-African profile, in presence of high Nigerian, 
diplomatic and international personalities, 
members of African Synergies, amongst others 
  

 Press conference: the partners demonstrate 
officially their support to the initiative.  

 The chairperson of African Synergies offers an 
advocacy-supper in favour of the Africa-wide PRL 
campaign and in favour of development policies 
by and for women.  

 
 

2. Communications and exchanges 
 

Day 2 and 3 
 
Day 2 and 3 offer spaces for communication, exchanges 
and study cases in a spirit of open and constructive 
dialogue.  
 
These will be the subjects: 
 

 Definition and fields of application of a poverty 
reduction model bill  
 

 Procedures towards poverty reduction. Study 
cases (Niger) ; Testimony from Quebec 
 

 Organisation of the fight against poverty: the Paris 
declaration and other national and international 
references for increased ownership of poverty 
reduction mechanisms.   
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 Structures for the fight against poverty : Dialogue 
and collaboration between governments, civil 
societies and parliaments 
 

 Advocacy networks and collective for the PRL 
campaign in Africa.   
 
 

Based on the diagnosis of causes and effects of poverty, 
conscious of the urgency of the model bill on poverty 
reduction and aware of its principal challenges, 
participants will find a first consensus on the formulation 
of the PRL. They are ready to conduct a sensitisation 
campaign at the national, regional, African and global 
level. 
 
In cooperation with the 
Economic Commission 
for Africa (ECA), the 
African Citizens 
Directorate of the AU 
Commission (CIDO), 
UNDP, the delegation 
of the European 
Commission in Niger. 
 

 
 

3. Workshops  
 

Day 3 
 
Four workshops are being organised to allow target groups 
(women, parliamentarians, youth and grassroots 
populations) to deepen the PRL concept from their 
perspective, in view of national priorities.  The results of 
these workshops will reflect the points of view of the PRL 
beneficiaries.  
 
The following workshops are offered: 
 

A. Advocacy workshop for and by women  
 

In cooperation with Magama, FEMNET, CONGAFEN, 
Niger Ministry for the Promotion of Women and Child 
Protection, Association of women ministers and MPs, 
UNIFEM, the OIF Gender Network, Gender in Action, 
Womenõs Global March, FFQ (Federation of Quebec 
Women), RIFONGA, Le Monde selon les Femmes, a.s.o. 

 
B. Workshop for parliamentarians  

 
Speakers or chairpersons of parliamentary commissions 
concerned by the PRL: amongst themselves, MPs will 
discuss the process and strategies for the model PRL to 
be adopted by the national parliaments, and the 
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accompanying measures needed from inter-
parliamentary institutions. 
 
In cooperation with Niger National Assembly, the 
ECOWAS parliament, the APF, IPU, AWEPA, the World 
Bank ð Niger office, UNFPA a.s.o.   
 

C. Grassroots groups workshop  
 

« What you do for us without us, is against us». This 
applies also to the PRL and the population at large, 
potential beneficiaries of the law.  Mistakes of the past, 
consisting of devising policies for the people without 
them, can be avoided. This workshop offers an 
expression platform to the people. It is at the same time a 
training and information opportunity on human rights.  
 
In cooperation with the Ministry of Population and Social 
Reforms, UNFPA, FAO, networks of peasant platforms, 
UPA-DI (Union of Agricultural Producers ð International 
Development).   

 
 

D. Youth workshop  
 

Our youth are tomorrowõs decision makers.  Given the 
nature of the law, it is logical and necessary to involve 
youth in the PRL process. On 6 July 2005, the youth of the 
Francophonie have gathered to « say NO to misery ».  

Through this workshop, they will make their voice heard, 
pleading in favour of binding measures to reduce 
poverty.  
 
In cooperation with the Niger youth parliament, OIF, 
APF, Embassy of France to Niger. 
 
Representatives of each workshop will feed back their 
conclusions into the plenary session, hence contributing 
to a concerted and consensual model bill on poverty 
reduction.  

 
 

4. Closing sessions 
 

Day 4 
 
a. The Collective for the PRL campaign is put in place. A 

short and medium term action plan 2009-2012 is 
adopted. 

b. Strategic and financial key partners are ready to 
commit themselves to supporting and accompanying 
the Collectiveõs actions.  

c. The Speaker of the Niger National Assembly and of 
the ECOWAS Parliament officially presents the 
poverty reduction model bill, core result of the 
3GDNSC. 
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IV.  THE PARTICIPANTS  
 

1. General rules  
 
Officials, MPs, contributors, governmental civil servants, academicians, 
representatives of the international community as well as certain representatives 
of civil society are nominally invited to participate in the 3GDNSC. Partner 
organizations and consortium members also propose lists of invitees.  African 
participants are particularly encouraged and targeted. 
The 3GDNSC organisers will on no account pay any per diem to participants. 
 

2. Participation criteria  
 

Ʒ Capacity to contribute and enrich the debates 
Ʒ Capacity to restitute the conference conclusions in a structural way and 
take the campaign to oneõs own country. 

 

3. Participation  
 
Even though the number of participants is officially limited to 200 persons, the 
participation is open to any individual participant, wishing to register at her/his 
own expenses. Partner organisations and consortium members can compose 
delegations per organisation, per country or even per region.  
 

4. Fund mobilisation  
 

Ʒ Partner organisations and consortium members take part in the financial 
mobilisation to gather the resources needed to allow the participation of 
the delegations they have put together.   

Ʒ They appeal to their partners inside and outside of their country. 
Ʒ Whenever needed, the coordination will endorse funding requests with a 

support letter.  
Ʒ Travel and boarding expenses of delegations are entirely taken in charge 

by themselves or their partner organisations. The 3GDNSC organizing 
committee cannot support participantsõ expenses.  

Ʒ The coordination cooperates closely with the Nigerien organizing 
committee and the Nigerien partners to mobilise an appropriate budget to 
cover all organisation costs.  
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5. Host country  participants  

Ʒ For the host country, priority is given to delegates from government 

structures, parliaments, universities, civil society, womenõs organisations 

and journalists.  

Ʒ International organisations based in the host country have likewise access 

to the conference.  

 

6. Independent   Participants  
 
The 3GDNSC is open to independent participants. The registration form will be 
available on the website www.aceci.org . 

 
 

7. Confirmation  
 
Confirmation of the registration will be given via e-mail (conference@aceci.org), 
snail mail and/or per fax. 
 
 

8. Deadline  
 
Ʒ Start of registrations and sending out of invitations : 2 months before date 
Ʒ Closure of registration : 10 days before date 
Ʒ Closure of hotel reservations : 5 days before date 

 
 

9. Participants õ kit 
 

The participantsõ kit containing the final programme, the list of participants as 
well as the working documents will be available 10 days before the date at the 
latest.  
 
 
 

http://www.aceci.org/
mailto:conference@aceci.org
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V. ANNEXES  
 

1. ACECI  
 

Launched officially in January 2007 in Québec, Canada, to promote North-South 
ethics, the International Cooperation Ethics Advisory Agency ð ACECI ð pleads 
in favour of the human factor in major global stakes like poverty reduction, 
environment, bi- and multilateral relations. Through 5 axes of intervention -  
field studies, training, information, research and consultancies -  ACECI wishes 
to contribute to a configuration of North-South relations based on responsible 
partnership, balanced cooperation and enlightened development.  

 
Since 2007, a series of colloquia and conferences has been organised in Quebec. 
The launching colloquium focused on « Cooperation ethics and responsibility 
towards human societies », organized with the support of the Institut de lõ®nergie et 
de lõenvironnement de la francophonie (IEPF), in collaboration with the  Chaire de 
recherche du Canada en bioéthique et en éthique de l'environnement of Laval 
University, the Chaire de recherche et dõenseignement en philosophie dans le monde 
actuel of Laval University, the Groupe de recherche £thos de lõUniversit® de Qu®bec ¨ 
Rimouski. This colloquium has brought together people from diverse 
environments and countries: academicians, diplomats, students and 
professionals in the field of cooperation and international development (see the 
ACECI website). 
 

 

2008 ð Year of Qu®becõs 400th anniversary ð was particularly propitious for the 
organisation of the first cycle of the Grand Diplomatic North-South Conferences. 
This cycle included two GDNSC held in Quebec. The first edition, on 4 July 2008, 
was about:  
 

The Paris  declaration and North -South Cooperation Management:  

The cases of Burundi and Burkina Faso  

 

Besides the summary of the communications and exchanges, ACECI has 
produced an analysis document and a set of recommendations addressed to the 
whole of the cooperation actors. See ACECI website. In follow-up to this first 
edition, the Alpha team has been created, having as one of its objectives to 
accompany the project: « Translate the millennium development goals into a poverty 
reduction law».  
 
 

http://www.aceci.org/colloque.asp
http://www.aceci.org/paris_uk.asp
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The second edition had as theme: 
 
Cooperation  ethics and natural resources management:  
The case of Africaõs equatorial forests   
 
Exchanges were enriched by participants coming from Quebec, Canada, Gabon, 
Cameroun and the DR Congo. www.aceci.org/resnat_uk.asp. 

 
The GDNSC cycle for the year 2008 has been closed on the eve of the 
Francophonie Summit on 16 October with a conference supper on the theme 
« Cooperation ethics, Women and Development». See www.aceci.org/1D_uk.asp. 
 
The third GDNSC edition « Translate the MDG into a PRL » is the emanation of 
the two preceding ones. It reflects ACECIõs vision. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

info@aceci.org 
www.aceci.org 

Tel : +1 418 524 7648 
 
 
  
 

http://www.aceci.org/resnat_uk.asp
http://www.aceci.org/1D_uk.asp
http://www.aceci.org/
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2. Members of the organising consortium  

 

 

The "Concertation des Collectifs dõAssociations ïuvrant 
pour la promotion de la Femme de la sous -région des 
Grands Lacs": its mission is to promote and defend 
women's rights in general and the search for peace in 
particular in the African Great lakes region.  
 
The headquarters are situated in Bujumbura, Burundi. 
Resource persons: Séraphine SINABWE, Claire 
SINARINZI and Anésie NKANIRA 

 

 

The mission of the Coordination N on-Gouvernementale 

et Associations Féminines Nigériennes  (CONGAFEN) is 
to coordinate the actions of NGOs and associations 
working for the promotion of the Nigerien woman. The 
general assembly's membership counts 40 women's 
associations and NGOs 
 
The secretariat is based in Niamey, Niger. 
Resource person: Tinga DIZ 

 

 

The African Women's Development and Communication 

Network  (FEMNET) was set up in 1988 to share 
experiences, information and strategies among African 
women's non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 
through advocacy, training and communications so as to 
advance African women's development, equality and 
other human rights.  
 
FEMNET's headquarters are in Nairobi, Kenya. 
Resource persons: Norah MATOVU WINYI and Mama 
KOITÉ 

 

 

The main objective of the Groupe de Recherche et 
d'Action pour la Promotion de l'Agriculture et du 
Développem ent is to look for ways and means to 
improve the living conditions in the most deprived 
sectors of Benin's society, in particular amongst women 
and peasants. GRAPAD is also coordinating the post-
Accra activities of civil societies in West Africa.  

GRAPAD is based in Cotonou, Benin. 
Resource person: Aurélien Comlan ATIDEGLA  
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The Institut de Formation et de Coopération pour le 

Développement  (IFCD) is a private initiative whose 
mission is to contribute to the strengthening of 
professional and operational capacities of target 
populations, so as to increase their productivity and 
promote their zocio-economic insertion at national and 
international level. 
 
The institute is located in Yaounde, Cameroun. 
Resource person: Justine DIFFO 

 

 

Le Monde selon les femmes  is a feminist NGO active in 
the world of development, permanent education and 
women's movements.  

Its objective is to advance equality between women and 
men and between North and South. 
 
The association's office is located in Brussels, Belgium. 
Resource persons: Hélène Ryckmans and Géraldine 
Pelzer 

 

 

The Network of West and Central African National 

NGO Platforms  consists of 8 National NGO Platforms: 
Benin, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Mali, Niger, Senegal, Tchad 
and Togo. In total it assembles more than 500 local, 
national and international NGOs, working in the field 
with highly marginalized populations on a daily basis. 
 
REPAOC's permanent secretariat is rooted in Dakar, 
Senegal.  Resource person: Guy Aho TETE BENISSAN 

 

 

The main aim of the R®seau pour lõInt®gration des 
Femmes des Organisations Non Gouvernementales et 
Associations Africaines  is to improve women's 
representation in the political spheres.  
 
The network is based in Cotonou, Benin. 
Resource person: Léontine KONOU 
 

 


